‘No relook at RTT:
Salman KhurShi—d

New Delhi: Amidaragingde-
bate on RTI, Union Law Min-
ister Salman Khurshid has
'made it clear that there is no
proposal for a “relook” at the
Actbut noted that not only the
government but the judiciary
toohadexperienced “difficul-
ties” becauseof it,

“We are proud of RTI. We
are pleased that we gave RTI
to this country Even if it
causes inconvenience to this
country to an extent, we will
bear that inconvenience.

“But we must ensure that
in totality, the efficiency and
functioning of government is
strengthened,” he said.

On whether the RTT would
be revisited, Khurshid said,
“thereisnoproposal torelook
atthe Act”.

. He went on to add, “Today,

. We are only absorbing the ex-
perience of the RTI and now
whether after a period, look-
ing at the experience, looking
atthedemands, lookingat the
consensus that can emerge,
We can bring about any
changes or not is something
that is futuristic. It is some-
thing which I cannot say to-
dﬂ’-” &

‘The law minister, howey-
er, ruled out making funda-
mentalchanges in thelegisla-
tion. “If you say that we'll
make any fundamental
changes in the RTI, the an-
swer is no. We are proud of
RTL” he told in an interview
recently. Queried whether
the one granted to the CBI
could be brought into the Act,
the lawyer-turned- politician
noted, “No legislation is per-
feet.”

“You will have to see any

' legislation, you will have to,
from time to time, (see) how it
is working. If it needs to be
tightened, you tighten it; if
yolf. need to broaden, you

broaden it; if you need to dee-
Pen, youdeepen it; if youneed
tomakeexceptions, youmake
exceptions as the GBI excep-
tion has now been made,” the
law minister said.

Replies  to some RTI
queries have generated major
confroversies recently like
theonebyaFinance Ministry
note to the PMO which sug-
gested that the 2G scam could
have been averted if then Fi-
nance Minister P Chidamba-
ram had insisted on auction.

Khurshid noted that the
government and the judici-
ary have faced “some difficul-
ties” in dealing with RTI
queries. “We certainly know
government is not the only
one. Government means po-
litical government, not the
only ones which felt some dif-
ficulties,” he said. pr



